
HLSA of Europe Annual Reunion
2017 Reunion: More than 140 HLS Alumni and Friends Met in Belgrade!

From May 25 to May 28, 2017, we welcomed over 140 attendees in Belgrade, Serbia, for the annual reunion of the HLSA of Europe.  Following the tradition, our reunion took place on the Ascension weekend, with a mix of sightseeing, socializing and academic events.

During the 4-day reunion, our alumni and their guests explored Belgrade with a guided city tour and a cruise on the Danube and Sava rivers.  We visited the beautiful fortress of Kalemegdan, the river island of Ada Ciganlija, and the spectacular Saint Sava Temple.

Our Academic Session was held at the Serbian National Assembly on May 27, 2017.  This year, food law was the topic covered.  A presentation on the topic was given by Professor Emily Broad Leib, JD ’08, Assistant Clinical Professor of Law, Director of the Harvard Food Law and Policy Clinic, and Deputy Director of the Harvard Law School Center for Health Law and Policy Innovation.  The presentation was followed by a panel discussion on the “Current State of Affairs and Future Challenges of the Food System,” moderated by Alvyda Usinskaite, LL.M’13, HLSA of Europe Secretary.  The speakers were (i) Professor Emily Broad Leib, (ii) Branislav Nedimović, the Serbian Minister of Agriculture and Environmental Protection, and (iii) Stefano Palmieri, CFO, Granarolo Group.

At the General Assembly of HLSA of Europe, President Salvo Arena presented the most important achievements of the first year of his presidency and introduced his action plan for the remaining two years.  Federico Raffaele (LL.M.’15) was appointed as the Treasurer of the Association, and Valeria Tiffer (LL.M.’15) as a Communication Assistant. 
This year’s unforgettable Gala Dinner was held at the Serbian Royal Palaces Complex were we had the honor to welcome His Royal Highness Crown Prince Alexander Karađorđevic, his spouse, and the recently appointed new Prime Minister of Serbia Ana Brnabic.  In addition, we presented the first HLSA of Europe Award to Willem Stevens ‘LL.M.’63) for his remarkable service to the legal profession, to society, to HLS, and his outstanding contribution to the public welfare that exemplifies the values of HLS.

We are very thankful to our organizing team (Bogdan Gecić, OgnjenPopović, and Svetlana Starčević) and our sponsors who made the event possible: Gecić Law Firm, the Royal Family of Serbia, the National Assembly, and the Hyatt Regency Hotel Belgrade.

We are also very grateful to all our alumni and alumnae who joined us for this reunion, thank you!

Check out the pictures of the Reunion below, and write us at info@europe.hlsa.org to request the password and link to view the video of the Reunion.

